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PBS 
Special 
To Feature 
GVStudent 
Dennis Fountain, 20, confined to a 
wheelchair since early childhood from 
polio, has been luckier than most of the 
other eight million handicapped children 
in the United States. Though the state 
forced him to · attend special grade 
schools, Dennis was allowed to attend a 
regular high school, and the state is now 
paying for his college education. 
Though most healthy children don't 
consider it a privilege to be able to go to 
public school, all handicapped children 
do because, until this fall with the enact-
ment of the federal All Handicapped 
Children Act, public schools were not 
required to accept handicapped children-
so many blind, deaf and paraplegic chil-
dren less fortunate than Dennis received 
little or no education. 
Even the special schools Dennis and 
other handicapped children attended 
made them feel inferior, because they 
were not allowed to attend classes or play 
with other children. 
Dennis , who studied prelaw at Grand 
Valley for two years, is now enrolled in 
Wayne State's prelaw program. 
Dennis was on campus last week pro-
moting a WGVC-TV, Channel 35 special 
program entitled, "Including Me" to be 
aired Thursday, September 15, at 8 p.m. 
He is one of six students interviewed in 
the program who are already receiving the 
( Cbntinued on page 2) 
The team of Sasha Sokolov and Nancy Beveridge will be joining the faculty in the Russian Studies department. They will be replac-
ing Christine Rydel, who will be on sabattical leave this coming year. Sokolov is an internationally acclaimed writer and Ms. 
Beveridge is a graduate student in Russian literature at the University of Michigan . 
Sokolov to be Writer-in-Residence 
Sasha Sokolov, the Russian emigre 
novelist whose School for Fools has re-
ceived rave reviews from some of the 
country's leading journals, has been ap-
pointed writer-in-residence in CAS for 
the coming year. 
He and Ms. Nancy Beveridge, who has 
been appointed visiting assistant professor 
in Russian studies, will work closely to-
gether in teaching Russian literature. Ms. 
Beveridge is a graduate student in 
Russian literature at the University of 
Michigan and associate editor of Ardis, 
which published Sokolov's novel. 
The Sokolov-Beveridge team will be re-
placing Christine Rydel, assistant profes-
sor of Russian Studies, who will be on 
sabbatical leave. Ms. Rydel will spend six 
months in the Soviet Union working in 
the Central State Archives of Literature 
and Art, the Lenin Libr~ry and other ar-
chives on material for her book which is 
tentatively titled Cf. G. Wells in Russia. 
Later she will spend two months in Eng-
land in further research on Wells. Ms. Ry-
del discloses that there are numerous 
memoirs and letters relating to Wells' 
"affair" with the Soviet Union, where he 
is still held in high esteem as a writer. 
Administrators Respond to 
Grand Rapids Press Article 
Sokolov was born in Ottawa, Canada, 
where his father was attached to the 
Soviet embassy. Later the son denounced 
the father as a spy. The father, in tum, 
attempted to have Sasha confined as mad 
in the Soviet Union when his son revealed 
his intention of marrying an Austrian girl 
who was working in Moscow as a trans-
lator. 
When young Sokolov's fiancee was 
denied re-entry to the Soviet Union, after 
having left for a visit to Austria, Sasha 
went on a hunger strike in Moscow and 
his fiancee followed suit in Austria. The 
international attention the dual hunger 
strike attracted resulted in the Austrian 
government's persuading the Soviet 
Union to grant Sokol0v an exit visa. 
An unfortunate choice of words is a 
page one headline in the Grand Rapids 
Jress on August 16 apparently has led 
some readers to draw erroneous conclu-
sions about bookkeeping methods used at 
Grand Valley. 
The article itself, based on a story out 
of the UPl's Lansing bureau, was factual 
and accurate. But the content of the arti-
cle was distorted by the headline, which 
read: "State Raps GVSC Fund Juggling." 
According to Lora H. Robinson, 
executive director for budget and plan-
ning, "The issue in question involves a . 
standard accounting procedure of trans-
ferring money from one fund to another. 
Auditors have traditionally objected to 
colleges' transferring money from a fund 
which does not carry over from one fiscal 
year to one which does carry over. In 
this case, we transferred money from the 
general fund to the plant and designated 
funds." 
Citing the Michigan Manual for Uni-
form Financial Reporting, which is pub-
lished by the Michigan College and Uni-
versity President's Council, Robinson said 
there was nothing irregular in what Grand 
Valley did. "This is a standard practice 
of higher education institutions in this 
state and across the country," she ex-
plained. "Furthermore, the practice is en-
dorsed by the American Institute of Cer-
tified Public Accountants for Colleges." 
All publicly supported Michigan col-
leges and universities follow the Manual 
for Uniform Reporting. 
In response to a question concerning 
how Grand Valley managed to save 
$414,000 to transfer in this manner in 
fiscal 1975-76, Robinson said, "We did 
not save this amount. We simply delayed 
spending it because earlier in the year the 
governor's office had notified us that an 
executive cut would be made to balance 
the state budget. Consequently we post-
poned spending for several essential pro-
jects until we knew the amount of the 
cut. Postponed projects included such 
items as repairing leaky roofs, resurfacing 
walkways, carpet replacement, step repair 
and parking lot repair. The governor's 
cut turned out to be less than anticipated. 
As a result, money became available to 
complete these projects over the sum-
mer." 
Robinson added, "The governor and 
legislature have recognized this manage-
ment practice recently by establishing for 
the first time this year a rainy day fund 
which channels income to the state into a 
reserve fund to cover costs in lean times." 
. Another benefit also stemmed from 
the transfer of funds. Because the 1976-
77 state appropriation was not sufficient 
to meet Grand Valley's educational com-
mitments, "we were able," said Robin-
son, "to use some of this money to solve 
most of our immediate problems without 
human dislocation." · 
Ron VanSteeland, vice president for 
administration, finds the situation caused 
by the misleading headline ironic because 
"the auditor general's report on Grand 
Valley on the whole was exceptionally 
favorable.". He went on to remark that 
"the report contained mostly minor 
recommendations affecting administrative 
policies and procedures." He character-
ized the July audit conference with the 
auditor general's staff as one which Grand 
Valley had been complimented for its 
overall efficiency and effectiveness, espe-
cially in light of the relative underfunding 
of higher education by the legislature last 
year. 
Paul Johnson, chairman of the Board 
of Control, said he was "disturbed by the 
Grand Rapids Press headline. He was 
supportive of the colleges' accounting 
procedures and said "its' fortunate Grand 
Valley had the money to do some of the 
necessary maintenance projects and main-
tain a reasonable level of operating capital 
at a time when appropriations throughout 
the state were low." 
Later he was granted a visa to the U-
nited States and came to Ann Arbor in 
1976. Since then he has divided his time-
between Michigan and Canada, having 
meanwhile obtained Canadian citizen-
ship. 
Sokolov's School for Fools which 
never has been published in the Soviet 
Union because of its experimental form, 
whichi is considered decadent by Soviet 
literary arbiters, is about a former pupil 
at a school for the retarcted and mentaHy 
disturbed. American literary critics gen-
erally have described the young pro-
tagonist of the novel as "schizophrenic." 
But Sokolov, in an interview on WGVC-
TV, Channel 35, in June revealed that he 
had not so conceived the character. The 
boy does, however, have two distinct 
personalities. Frequently the two carry 
on a colloquy much in the way that very 
small children talk to imaginary compan-
ions. 
Sokolov disclosed in his interview that 
(Continued on page 2) 
Here and There 
with Jerry Elliott 
Newspaper educational supplements 
are ripe all over America. Some of them 
make interesting, although not necessarily 
instructive, reading. There is, for exam-
ple, · the Chicago business school adver-
tisement that carries this message in large, 
bold type: "Your future is a moving tar-
get." llmmmm. 
Strange coincidence : A private New 
York university used this slogan in a New 
Grand Valley 
in print 
Robert Clarke, CAS political science 
department, was highlighted in an article 
in the August 9 issue of The Grand 
Rapids Dess written · by Roy Howard 
Beck. The article dealt with Clarke's love 
of maple trees or rather a single maple 
tree. 
Rod Bailey, assistant dean of WJC, has 
had an article entitled "A Home Made 
with Solar Harmony" published in the 
July issue of Accent .IW:lgazine. 
Jitendra Sharma, CAS School of 
Business, was featured in an article en-
titled "Pen and Inc." in the July-August 
issue of the Northliner, the on-flight mag-
azine provided by North Central Airlines. 
William Yerkes, · CAS environmental 
sciences department, and his students 
were featured in an article dealing with 
river pollution affecting the Great Lakes 
in the July issue of Environmental Md-
west, p.13. 
Job Opening 
Clerical, Office and Technical: 
Clerical Aide, Financial Aids Office. 
Salary range B. $125-$185. Avail-
able immediately. 
York Times ad: "Success in Business Is a 
Matter of Degree." A technological insti-
tute in Chicago used this one in the O:ii-
cago Daily News: "Getting ahead in elec-
tronics is a matter of degree." Is Macy's 
telling Gimbel's? 
Worst ad: The one that counsels its 
readers to "Take the hassle out of getting 
your MBA degree. 
Best eye-catcher: New York Univer-
sity's "Learn about the most advanced 
culture the world has ever known. Your 
own." 
Language specialists who know about 
zeugmas will find one in this ad for a 
Chicago art academy: "If you take art 
seriously, take it with us." 
One of the most interesting--and puz-
zling-stories in the Chicago Daily News's 
"School and career guide" .carried this 
headline: "How's $25,000 after 2 years?" 
The story was about job opportunities 
offered by the CT A (Chicago Transit 
Authority)--bus drivers, motormen, con-
ductors, switchmen, towermen (all open 
to women). It explained that CTA em-
ployees made $17 ,200 a year after two 
years and could make as much as $25,000 
with overtime. No high school diploma 
required, the story emphasized. And the 
article was surrounded by ads promoting 
colleges and the value of a college educa-
tion! 
As usual, the NewY ork Times's educa-
tion section carried hundreds of ads for 
job openings. One that caught my eye 
was seeking an "Assistant to Registrar/ 
Comeback Coordinator." Is a "comeback 
coordinator" a yo-yo? ' 
The "editor's newsletter," published 
monthly by Walter G. Anderson of New 
York City, purports to keep its audience 
informed on "Trends and Techniques of · 
Business Communications." It hit rather 
closer to the mark than the editor prob-
ably suspected when, a few months ago, 
it lead off a paragraph on readable writing 
with this: "Government Communications 
is notorious for being incomprehensi-
ble ... " But most writers of such docu-
ments, I dare say, know that one does 
not use a singular verb with a plural sub-
ject. 
F acuity, Staff Sketches 
Jackie Scott, director of housing, was 
appointed to the International Associa-
tion of College and University Housing 
Officers Budget Review Committee. Ms. 
Scott has also been appointed to chair the 
Public Relations Committee of the associ-
ation for 1977-78. Both announcements 
were made by the Executive Committee 
while in session at their annual confer-
ence in Kentucky, July 24-29. 
Adrian Dawson, internal auditor, was 
elected to a one-year term as Lt. Gover-
nor of the Michigan District of Optimist 
International. Optimist International is 
devoted to youth work and the Grand 
Rapids Optimist Club, of which Dawson 
is a member. The GR Club owns Camp 
Optimist just south of M-45. The club 
regularly employs Grand Valley students 
as summer counselors. 
Dennis Fountain 
''Including 
Me'' 
Features 
GVStudent 
( Continued from page 1) 
education provided for by the All Handi-
capped Children Act. 
The ultimate goal of the act is to as-
sure all children, even the most severely 
handicapped, a place in the public school 
system through federal funding. The act 
is designed to treat each handicapped 
child individually and costs will vary 
according to the special services each 
child needs. 
Though Dennis believes that passage of 
this act is a step in the right direction, he 
still thinks schools and colleges have a 
long way to go to provide equal educa-
tion for handicapped students. 
For example, Dennis said that though 
most of the classrooms at Grand Valley 
are accessible to wheelchairs, he had a 
very difficult time trying to get his wheel-
chair from one building to another during 
the winter when snow and mud made 
many of the campus sidewalks impassible. 
"And people still have the fear that 
handicapped people are all strange or 
different," Dennis said. "But maybe 
with the passage of this bill more people 
can get to know us and then they'll real-
ize we're human beings just like anyone 
else. 
"I want to be Dennis Fountain--my 
own man, my own person. I want to go 
out to the bars and to the movies some-
times. I want to have an education, a job , 
and a family someday. I want to be in-
cluded in everything there is in life . That 
is just natural." 
Sokolov to be Writer-in-Residence 
(Continued from page 1) 
he wasn't sure what direction the novel 
would take until he had written almost a 
third of it. As it turned out, he says, it 
can be loosely described as being in the 
tradition of the stream of conciousness 
novel that originated with Virginia Woolf. 
Although more difficult to read than 
the conventional novel Scho ol for Fools 
holds the reader's attention and says. 
much, at different levels, about present-
day Soviet society, It is not, however, an 
anti-Soviet novel; nor is it a pro-Soviet 
novel. It is a work of art and has been so 
acclaimed by some of the nation's leading 
literary critics. 
Remarking on Sokolov's appointment, 
CAS Dean John Gracki said that he was 
"gratified to have so distinguished a 
person as Sasha Sokolov on Grand Val-
ley's campus." 
Sokolov and Beveridge will be staffing 
what Gracki calls a "high quality though 
small program." 
Up to now the Russian studies pro-
gram, which is about two years old, has 
been staffed by a single person, Ms. 
Rydel, though she has-had important as-
sistance from other members of the CAS 
faculty. 
Both majors and minors in the pro-
gram are required to spend a minimum of 
two years studying Russian language. 
A series of other courses also are re-
quired. Among them are a course in Rus-
sian history, taught by Edward A. Cole, 
assistant professor of history, a course 
in Russian political science, the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, taught by 
John Batchelder, associate professor of 
political science, courses in Russian liter-
ature taught by Ms. Rydel, and either a 
course in Russian philosophy or esthetics 
taught by Robert Mugerauer, associate 
professor of philosophy. 
In adcfition, each student must pursue 
an independent study in history, litera-
ture or political science; e.g. Poland and 
Russia between the wars. And each stu-
dent must read and write something in 
Russian. 
In the two years the program has been 
operating it has had 15 students who have 
declared Russian studies as their major. 
Among those who already have graduat-
ed, several have entered graduate schools 
to continue their Russian studies, one 
now is employed by a travel agency ar-
ranging tours in the Soviet Union, and 
another is working in the Russian section 
of the Library of Congress. 
Each year students in the program try 
to raise money to send at least on of their 
number to the Soviet Union for several 
weeks. So far three students have made 
the trip. 
Although Ms. Rydel is not leaving for 
the Soviet Union until January 1978, So-
kolov and Beveridge already have taken 
up residence in the Campus View Apart-
ments. 
ChanneI35 
Highlights 
Grand Prix Tennis. "The Canadian 
Open." Finals of the Canadian Open 
Championships from Toronto, featuring 
appearances by Jimmy Connors , Raul 
Ramirez and others. August 22, 8 p.m. 
Opera Theater. "La Traviata." This 
English language version of Verdi 's classic 
opera features Elizabeth Harwood as Vio-
letta and John Brecknock as Alfredo. 
August 23, 9 p.m. 
Special. "After The Arrest." Part two 
of a special report examing the criminal 
justice system, including interviews with 
the chairpersons of the legislative judici-
ary committees and the state bar. August 
25, 7 p.m. 
Soundstage. "Dion and Phil Everly." 
Vintage rock artist Dion appears with Phil 
Everly, of the Everly Brothers, in a nos-
talgic tribute to the music of the 50s. 
Musical selections include "Runaround 
Sue," "The Wanderer," and "Ruby 
Baby." August 27 , 8 p.m. 
Special. "King: The Modern Moses." 
A stirring tribute to the slain civil rights 
leader, Martin Luther King. The program 
features the compelling oratory of Cy 
Young, a Grand Rapids security guard 
who has committed to memory many of 
King's most famous speeches. Contralto 
Etterlene DeBarge performs some classic 
gospel music selections dedicated to 
King's memory. August 28, 7 p.m. 
CAS Names 
Unit Heads 
for 1977-79 
According to John Gracki, dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences, new depart-
ment heads and directors of schools have 
been named for 1977-79. 
If a unit head takes a leave of absence 
or goes on sabbatical leave, an acting unit 
head would be chosen. The departments/ 
schools and their heads are: 
Anthropology/Sociology, Rodney Mulder 
Art, Beverly Berger; Biology, Paul Huiz-
enga; Chemistry, Richard Atkinson ; E-
conomics, Anthony Catanese; English, 
Robert Chamberlain; Environmental Sci-
ences, William Yerkes Jr.; Foreign Lang-
uages, Wilhelm Seeger; Geology, William 
Neal; History, Anthony Travis; Math-
ematics/Computer Science, Donald Van-
derJagt; Music, Wayne Dunlap; Philo-
sophy~ Thomas Cunningham; Physical 
Education/Recreation, George MacDon-
ald; Physics, James Strickland; Political 
Science, William Baum; Psychology, Carl 
Insalaco; Theatre, Roger Ellis. 
The directors of the Schools are: 
School of Nursing, Colleen Martin; 
School of Business Administration, Stan-
ton Lindquist; School of Health Sciences, 
Quentin Hartwig; School of Public Serv-
ice, Myron Mast (acting director). 
.Grand Valley Forum 
The Grand Valley Forum summer edi-
tion is published on Mondays by the 
Communications and Public Relations 
Office, Michael Millard, editor, and 
Michele Miller, layout. All materials 
should be sent to the editor in the 
Communications Office, Manitou Hall, 
Grand Valley State Colleges, Allen-
dale, Michigan 49401. Telephone: 
895-6611, extensions 221 and 222. 
